
MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for May 12, 2021
Orange County Administration Building
 Board of County Chambers – First Floor
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Maurice Pearson, Dionna Little-Jones, Jo K. Newell, Virginia Peña and Jeanette Schutz.
Present:
BDD Staff:   Sheena Ferguson and Sharon White.
Virtually:
BDD Staff:
VaSantha Raysor, Angela Brown, Princess Poke-Clarke, Solange Dal Santo, Sheena Jackson, Patrice McKay and Kesi Warren.

Virtually:
County Attorney’s Office:  Cristina Berrios, Assistant County Attorney 
Present:
Danielle Pendleton, Managing Member, Diamant Development, L. L. C.
I. Call to order:
A quorum was established.  Maurice Pearson, chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m.
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Review and Approval of April 2021 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the April 14, 2021 meeting.  Virginia Peña motioned to approve the April 2021 minutes as reviewed.  Jo K. Newell seconds the motion.  The motion carried.
IV. Review and Approval of April 2021 Monthly Report:  Sheena Ferguson provided a detailed review of the April 2021 Monthly Report.  Good Faith Effort, M/WBE Availability and current projects were discussed.
Maurice Pearson questioned if M/WBE presence was tracked at pre-bid and preconstruction meetings.  Sheena explained there is a lot of participation at these meetings, however M/WBE presence was not currently being tracked.  Maurice Pearson stated that tracking this information might assist with Good Faith Effort by the County knowing what M/WBE’s are present.
Dionna Little-Jones motioned to approve the April 2021 Monthly Report.  Jeanette Schutz seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the report as presented.

Dionna Little-Jones motioned to adjourn the M/WBE Advisory Committee and convene the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.  Virginia Peña seconds the motion.  The motion carried
V. Appeal Hearing – Diamant Development, L. L. C.:  Maurice Pearson, Chairperson explained the appeal hearing procedure and the role of the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.
Sheena Ferguson explained that the additional information requested by the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee was invoices of contracts listed on the certification application and other invoices of work performed by the applicant. It was further explained that only one (1) invoice of the eight (8) contracts listed was received per the request for additional information.  Mrs. Pendleton explained that some of those items were estimates and one subcontractor agreement.  Members reviewed the additional information that was provided by the applicant.  Discussion ensued.

Jeanette Schutz motioned to uphold staff’s decision to deny Women Business Enterprise certification status to Diamant Development, L. L. C. pursuant to the M/WBE Ordinance, Chapter 17, Article III, Division 4, Subsection 2.  Dionna Little-Jones seconds the motion.  By roll call the motion carried.

Maurice Pearson advised the applicant that she would receive a letter from BDD with the decision of the M/WBE Appeal Hearing.
Adjourn the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee and Reconvene the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee - 9:46 a.m.

VI. Old Business:  Disparity Study meetings with M/WBE Advisory Committee Meetings will be scheduled.  Jo K Newell recommended to have Disparity Study meeting at the M/WBE Advisory Committee meeting.
VII. New Business:  None
VIII. Ethics and Sunshine Law:  Cristina Berrios presented training regarding ethics and sunshine law to advisory committee members.

IX. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 a.m.
Next meeting will convene on June 9, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
Orange County Administration Building
Board of county Commissioners Chambers – First Floor
Page 2 of 3

