

MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for April 14, 2021
Orange County Administration Building
 Board of County Chambers – First Floor
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Maurice Pearson, Jo K. Newell, Ramon Ojeda, Virginia Peña and Jeanette Schutz.
Virtually:
Dionna Little-Jones, Raymond Ramos

Present:
BDD Staff:   Sheena Ferguson and Sharon White.
Virtually:
BDD Staff:
VaSantha Raysor, Angela Brown, Princess Poke-Clarke, Solange Dal Santo, Sheena Jackson, Patrice McKay and Kesi Warren.

Present:
County Attorney’s Office:  Cristina Berrios and Dylan Schott, Assistant County Attorneys 
Present:
Jeanette Aylor, President, Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc.

Charles Aylor, Vice-President/General Manager, Aristocuts Lawn and     Garden Services, Inc.


Danielle Pendleton, Managing Member, Diamant Development, L. L. C.
Chris Cathcart, Esquire, Attorney at Law
Sheena Ferguson acknowledged all voting members that were present and advised that the voting members in attendance virtually would not be able to vote.

I. Call to order:
A quorum was established.  Maurice Pearson, chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Review and Approval of March 2021 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the March 10, 2021 meeting.  Ramon Ojeda motioned to approve the March 2021 minutes as reviewed.  Virginia Peña seconds the motion.  The motion carried.
IV. Review and Approval of March 2021 Monthly Report:  Sheena Ferguson provided a detailed review of the March 2021 Monthly Report.
Members were advised that one-on-one Good Faith Effort (GFE) meetings were held with the prime contractors due to changes made by the Orange County Board of County Commissioners to the sliding scale.  Staff met with prime contractors to answer their questions regarding GFE requirements. The entire certification and recertification process are now performed online.  It was also explained that there were thirty (30) construction bids and twenty-three (23) of those bids were cancelled.  Those bids were cancelled because BDD is now part of the responsiveness and the bidders did not specify their M/WBE participation.  Due to these changes the construction M/WBE participation goals are now being met.  We are still having Community Participation. All workshops are held virtually. 
Maurice Pearson requested all virtual participants to mute all devices to eliminate feedback.

Cristina Berrios spoke with Sheena Ferguson and advised that virtual members can vote because a physical quorum was established.  
Ramon Ojeda motioned to approve the March 2021 Monthly Report.  Jo K. Newell seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the reports as presented.

Adjourn the M/WBE Advisory Committee.

Convene the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee

Meeting paused due to technical difficulties

Cristina Berrios reiterated that committee members that are in attendance virtually are able to vote because a physical quorum was established.  A roll call will be held during the call to vote to ensure the vote is counted for each committee member that is present both physically and virtually.

Convene the M/WBE Advisory Committee and Reconvene the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee - 9:03 a.m.
V. Appeal Hearing – Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc.:  Maurice Pearson, Chairperson summarized the hearing process as it relates to the request for additional information by the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.  
Sheena Ferguson stated that at the meeting on March 10, 2021 the M/WBE Appeals Hearing Committee requested additional information regarding similar denial cases/files. There were no firms meeting this criterion.  Members were therefore provided the names of companies that are certified with Orange County Government and provide similar services as Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc.  The licenses and certifications of these firms was also provided. 
Discussion by the M/WBE Appeals Hearing Committee.
Dylan Schott, Assistant County Attorney advised that the motion must state the specified reason with the support of the proper codes in the M/WBE Ordinance.

Ramon Ojeda motioned to overturn staff decision to deny the recertification of Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc. based on Mrs. Aylor’s ability to exercise day-to-day management of her firm. Dionna Little Jones modified the motion to overturn staff decision to revoke the recertification of Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc. based on the M/WBE Ordinance, Chapter 17, Article III, Division 4, Subsection 2. The amendment was accepted. Raymond Ramos seconds the motion.  The motion carried by roll call of voting members.

Maurice Pearson advised the applicant that she would receive the decision of the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee in writing within ten (10) business days after the meeting.
The chairperson called a five-minute break – 9:35 a.m.

Reconvene from break – 9:44 a.m.

VI. Appeal Hearing – Diamant Development, L. L. C.:  Maurice Pearson, Chairperson explained the appeal hearing procedure and the role of the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.
Sheena Ferguson presented notes from the file, Areas of Concern, and information from the application to support the denial of Diamant Development, L. L.C. 
Chris Cathcart, attorney for the applicant explained the day-to-day responsibilities of the applicant and the operation of her firm.  Ms. Pendleton’s role in the company was detailed.  The relationship between the applicant and Stage Door II-West Coast was explained.  Reserved six minutes fifty-three seconds.
Discussion ensued by the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.

Jo K. Newell motioned to request additional information related to the contracts obtained by Diamant Development LLC.  Raymond Ramos seconds the motion.  The motion carried by roll call of each voting member. The applicant will provide additional information regarding the contracts obtained.  Maurice Pearson advised the applicant that she would receive a letter from BDD with the decision of the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.
Adjourn the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee – 11:10 a.m.

Convene the M/WE Advisory Committee – 11:10 a.m.
VII. Old Business:  None 
VIII. New Business:  The county has contracted with Griffin and Strong, PC for the Disparity Study.  Meetings will be scheduled with M/WBE Advisory Committee members.  The B2GNow Contract Compliance System is still in the testing phase.
IX. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
Next meeting will convene on May 12, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
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