

MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for March 10, 2021
Orange County Administration Building
 Board of County Chambers – First Floor
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Maurice Pearson, Dionna Little Jones, Jo K. Newell, Virginia Peña and Raymond Ramos.
Present:
BDD Staff:   Sheena Ferguson and Sharon White.
Virtually:
BDD Staff:
VaSantha Raysor, Angela Brown, Princess Poke-Clarke, Solange Dal Santo, Sheena Jackson, Patrice McKay and Kesi Warren.

Present:
County Attorney’s Office:  Dylan Schott, Assistant County Attorney 
Present:
Jeanette Aylor, President, Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc.

Charles Aylor, Vice-President/General Manager, Aristocuts Lawn and     Garden Services, Inc.

I. Call to order:
A quorum was established.  Maurice Pearson, chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:44 a.m.
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Review and Approval of November 2020 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the November 11, 2020 meeting.  Raymond Ramos motioned to approve the November 2020 minutes as reviewed.  Dionna Little Jones seconds the motion.  The motion carried.
IV. Review and Approval of November and December 2020/January and February 2021 Monthly Reports:  Sheena Ferguson provided a detailed overview of the Executive Summary of the November and December 2020/January and February 2021 Monthly Reports.
Site visits were not performed due to COVID-19 stipulations.  All certification and recertification applications, reviews and approvals are now being conducted online.

Construction numbers were down due to the pandemic and removal of the sliding scale.

Members were provided detailed information regarding the Good Faith Effort that is required on county projects.  It was then explained the numbers for February 2021 are increasing as more projects and meetings commence.  There are also more individuals transitioning to entrepreneurship due to the lay-offs in job market.
Virginia Peña motioned to approve the November, December 2020, January and February 2021 Monthly Reports.  Jo K Newell seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the reports as presented.

Raymond Ramos motioned to adjourn the M/WBE Advisory Committee and convene the M/WBE Appeals Hearing Committee.  Jo K. Newell seconds the motion.  The motion carried.
V. Appeal Hearing – Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc.:  All M/WBE Appeal Hearing voting members present introduced themselves to the applicant.  Maurice Pearson, chairperson explained the purpose of the M/WBE Appeals Hearing Committee and the appeal hearing process to the applicant.

Sheena Ferguson presented information from the file, Areas of Concern and other supporting documentation related to the revocation of Women Business Enterprise of Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc.
Jeanette Aylor, President of Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc. explained her role in the company and her day-to-day responsibilities.  Ms. Aylor also explained why she did not renew her sprayer license.

Charles Aylor, Vice-President of Aristocuts Lawn and Garden Services, Inc. further detailed the role of himself and Mrs. Aylor in the day-to-day operation of the firm.  He also explained the requirement of the sprayer license and the duties of the employee who holds the license for the firm.
Sheena Ferguson expounded that with the explanation provided by Mr. Aylor, the firm is considered a family-owned business not a women-owned business.  Family-owned businesses are not certified by Orange County Government.  The woman owner does not have the sprayer license.
Charles Aylor explained that each contract requires different aspects and spraying is not required on all of the contracts.  Some contracts do not require the application of chemicals.  The sprayer license is insignificant, but is held by an employee within the company.  Information was provided regarding the company being a family-owned business

Discussion ensued.  Dylan Schott read the Florida Statute concerning the sprayer license.  Members were directed to the Orange County Code of Ordinance definitions for a women-owned business.
Virginia Peña motioned to table the decision by the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee for additional information and clarification pertaining to licenses held by M/WBE owners currently certified in similar scopes of services.  Raymond Ramos seconds the motion.  The motion carried.

Sheena Ferguson clarified the request of the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee to provide additional information regarding similar cases/files.  Discussion ensued.  Sheena acknowledged there being no similar denial data related to this scope of service.  However, she could provide the licensing information for firms with similar scopes of services.
Dionna Little Jones motioned to adjourn the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.  Jo K Newell seconds the motion.  The motion carried

Adjourn the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee – 10:40 a.m.

Convene the M/WE Advisory Committee – 10:40 a.m.
VI. Old Business:  Sheena stated that a contract had been received for the Disparity Study. This will be a twelve-month study. 
VII. New Business:  BDD will be closely monitoring the removal of the sliding scale.  Also, working on implementing B2G software for reporting and tracking.
VIII. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:46 a.m.
Next meeting will convene on April 14, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
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