
MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for June 12, 2019
Orange County Administration Building
Office of Management and Budget Third Floor Conference Room
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Skinner Louis, Elena Crosby, Maurice Pearson, Virginia Peña, Raymond Ramos, and Jeanette Schutz.
Present:
BDD Staff:   Sheena Ferguson, VaSantha Raysor, Angela Brown, Solange Dal Santo, Chayla German, Patrice McKay, Shekinah Rogers, Kesi Warren, and Sharon White.
Present:
County Attorney’s Office:  Dylan Schott, Assistant County Attorney
I. Call to order:
A quorum was established. Skinner Louis, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. 
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Introduction of Staff:  Sheena Ferguson requested new attendees to introduce themselves.   Dylan Schott, Assistant County Attorney and Shekinah Rogers, Student Intern in the Business Development Division.

IV. Review and Approval of April 2019 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the April 10, 2019 meeting.  Elena Crosby made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as reviewed.  Maurice Pearson seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the minutes as reviewed.
V. Review and Approval of April and May 2019 Monthly Reports:  Sheena Ferguson provided a detailed review of both the April and May 2019 Monthly Reports.   An error was noted in the Executive Summary of the April 2019 report.  Members were directed to the supporting details for each section within the reports.  
Raymond Ramos made a motion to approve the April and May 2019 Monthly Reports with correction to the Executive Summary of the April report.  Virginia Peña seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the April and May 2019 Monthly Reports with correction to the April 2019 Monthly Report

Virginia Peña questioned the $2.4 million contract awarded to Johnson Controls on the Orange County Convention Center Expansion project with no minority participation.  Mrs. Peña also questioned if Orange County has any rules or enforcement to compel use of minority subcontractors.  She wanted to know if there was any way to encourage use of minority and women-owned companies on Orange County projects.
Elena Crosby injected that the Federal Government advertises a bid it stipulates the percentage that requires small business participation.  The prime bidder is also required to find small businesses to partner with on contracts.  After the bid is awarded the contract is monitored for compliance.  The Federal Government mandates in their bids the amount of small business participation that is required.
Discussion ensued

Sheena Ferguson explained that the Orange County Administrator has expressed concern regarding projects that do not have M/WBE participation.  The Good Faith Effort and Sliding Scale process was explained.  The disparity study will review this process. 
Raymond Ramos questioned if Orange County can mandate the use of minorities on contracts similar to what is done by the Federal Government. 
Sheena Ferguson explained that Orange County has an M/WBE program and the Federal Government does not have an M/WBE program it is a small business initiative.  The court has established guidelines for M/WBE programs.

Jeanette Schutz interjected that is correct because the State of Florida has a race neutral program.

Discussion ensued.
VI. Old Business:  None
VII. New Business:  Members were provided information regarding upcoming events for July and August 2019.  Business Development Division is preparing for the disparity study.
VIII. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 a.m.
The entire recording of this meeting is available in the Business Development Division and can be provided upon written request.

Next meeting will convene on July 10, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.
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