MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for August 14, 2019
Orange County Administration Building
Office of Management and Budget Third Floor Conference Room
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Skinner Louis, Christine Parrish, Virginia Peña, Raymond Ramos, and Jeanette Schutz.
Present:
BDD Staff:   Sheena Ferguson, VaSantha Raysor, Chayla German, Kesi Warren, Dexter Watts and Sharon White.
Present:
County Attorney’s Office:  Cristina Berrios, Assistant County Attorney and
  Emilia Soliman, Law Clerk

I. Call to order:
A quorum was established. Skinner Louis, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:41 a.m. 
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Review and Approval of June 2019 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the June 12, 2019 meeting.  Christine Parrish made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as reviewed.  Virginia Peña seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the minutes as reviewed.
IV. Review and Approval of June and July 2019 Monthly Reports:  Sheena Ferguson provided a detailed review of the Executive Summary for the June 2019 Monthly Report.  The entire report for July 2019 was then reviewed.  Members were directed to the supporting details for each section within the reports.  
Skinner Louis questioned the Procurement Meeting regarding engagement of counsel for the opioid epidemic litigation. 
Sheena responded that the Orange County required legal assistance to address the opioid epidemic.  Firms need experience in both local and federal laws.

Cristina Berrios interjected that the selected firm would be used for litigation.  She also advised that there is an Orlando Sentinel article regarding this contract.

Virginia Peña questioned if the contract compliance meeting are held by Business Development Division.

Sheena explained that the minority participation requirements are explained to firms at pre-bid meetings, preconstruction, and project kick-off meetings. Procurement Division, Business Development and the user department participate in these meetings.  These meetings are held prior to bid/proposal submission by firms.  
Sheena explained that some of the M/WBE subcontractors need legal assistance concerning the contracts that are signed.

Virginia suggested that Business Development Division have an attorney as a presenter at the quarterly Community Partners Workshop.  The attorney could also assist with helping subcontractors to file Notice to Owner forms.

Sheena advised that at the last Bonding, Insurance, and Financial Management Workshop that was held Florida Surety invited M/WBE firms to attend their Lien Workshop.  This workshop is free to M/WBE firms.
Raymond Ramos questioned the time frame allowed a contractor to sign a contract once it is issued by Orange County. 
Sheena responded that once the contract is issued the contractor has ten days.

Jeanette Schutz interjected that an office to assist M/WBE’s with Mechanical Liens should be established.

Cristina advised that Orange County does have the ability to withhold payment to a prime.  Orange County is also exploring small business initiatives. 

Christine Parrish suggested an incubator type program wherein lawyers could either donate their time or discount their services to assist M/WBE firms.

Raymond informed that University of Central Florida (UCF) has a legal incubator type program that is being offered for $69.00 per month. The information regarding this program will be emailed to all present.
Members provided various solutions for the County to offer legal assistance to M/WBE subcontractors 

Cristina offered that the current administration is examining the county partnering with the National Entrepreneur Center (NEC) and UCF to bring all resources together.  Cristina then thanked all members for their feedback as it will be useful in future meetings held to discuss small business development.

Christine Parrish made a motion to approve the June and July 2019 Monthly Reports as presented.  Virginia Peña seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the June and July 2019 Monthly Reports as presented.
V. Old Business:  The Request for Proposals for Y19-810 Design Services for the Orange County Convention Center Phase V.  There were two firms that submitted proposals and made presentations to the Board of County Commissioners.  Sheena will send members the link to the County Commissioners Board Meeting to peruse the presentations.  The scoring for each firm was also reviewed.
Cristina provided that C. T. Hsu had their entire team present at the meeting to address any questions from the Commissioners.

Cristina reiterated that M/WBE goals and participation are a priority with the current administration. Business Development Division is being inundated with requests for data and processes information.  She also provided an update regarding the LGBTQ Business Initiative resolution that was passed by the City of Orlando.  This resolution will recognize LGBTQ vendors that are certified with the LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce and track goods and services and utilization.  Orange County is working on a similar resolution. 
Discussion ensued.

VI. New Business:  Members were provided information regarding the African American Chamber of Commerce Matchmaking event that is being held today at the Orange County Library.  Dexter Watts attended the Florida Turnpike Networking event that was held on August 8, 2019.

Business Development Division is continuing preparation for the disparity study.
VII. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 a.m.
The entire recording of this meeting is available in the Business Development Division and can be provided upon written request.

Next meeting will convene on September 11, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.
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