MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for August 8, 2018
Orange County Administration Building
Office of Management and Budget Third Floor Conference Room
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Skinner Louis, Elena Crosby, Christine Parrish, Maurice Pearson, Virginia Peña, Raymond Ramos and Jeanette Schutz.
Present:
BDD Staff:   VaSantha Raysor, Angela Brown, Chayla German, Patrice McKay, Kesi Warren and Sharon White.
Present:
County Attorney’s Office:  Cristina Berrios, Assistant County Attorney, Daniel Cutitta, Barry University (Student Intern), and Kelsey Weiss,                                                 Stetson University (Student Intern).

Present:
Appeal Hearing Applicant - Ambient Technologies, Inc. d/b/a GeoView, Inc. & ATI Companies, Inc.:  Carlos R. Lemos, President and Albert Rodriguez, Business Development/Marketing
I. Call to order:
A quorum was established. Skinner Louis, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m. 
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Review and Approval of July 2018 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the July 11, 2018 meeting. Maurice Pearson made a motion to approve the minutes as reviewed.  Elena Crosby seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the July 11, 2018 meeting minutes as reviewed.
IV. Review and Approval of July 2018 Monthly Report:  VaSantha Raysor provided members with a detailed review of the July 2018 Monthly Report.  
Raymond Ramos made a motion to approve the July 2018 Monthly Report as presented.  Maurice Pearson seconds the motion.  All members were in favor of approving the July 2018 Monthly Report as presented.
Adjourn the M/WBE Advisory Committee – 8:49 a.m.

Convene the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee – 8:53 a.m.
V. Appeal Hearing:  
Skinner Louis introduced himself and requested that all committee members, Business Development staff, and County Attorney’s Office staff to introduce themselves to the applicant.  

Carlos Lemos, President and Albert Rodriguez, Business Development/Marketing of Ambient Technologies, Inc. d/b/a GeoView, Inc. & ATI Companies, Inc. introduced themselves to all present.

Skinner Louis explained the appeal hearing process and time limits to present information.

VaSantha Raysor presented information from the file and the Areas of Concern to support the denial of the certification application in accordance with the Minority/Women Business Enterprise (M/WBE) Ordinance, Chapter 17, Article III, Division 4, and Section 17-319 of the Orange County Code.  Two minutes remain for staff to continue the presentation.
Carlos Lemos explained the services provided by his firm and his role as president.  Mr. Lemos also explained the day-to-day operations of the firm.  Albert Rodriguez clarified his role and duties within the firm.  Six minutes remain for the applicant to continue their rebuttal.
VaSantha Raysor provided additional information that the branch office is not fully operational or established in the Orlando Metropolitan Statistical Area.

Carlos Lemos expounded that the firm is not fully established because they are trying to become certified with Orange County to obtain more work and then they can hire additional employees.  

The floor was open for discussion and questions by the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee.

Jeanette Schutz made a motion to overturn staff’s decision to deny Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) certification to Ambient Technologies, Inc. d/b/a GeoView, Inc. & ATI Companies, Inc.  Jeanette Schutz amended the motion to overturn staff’s decision to deny Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) certification to Ambient Technologies, Inc. d/b/a GeoView, Inc. & ATI Companies, Inc. in accordance with Minority/Women Business Enterprise (M/WBE) Ordinance, Chapter 17, Article III, Division 4, and Section 17-319, Subsection 2, of the Orange County Code.  Raymond Ramos seconds the motion.  The motion carried.

      Adjourn the M/WBE Appeal Hearing Committee – 9:45 a.m.

      Convene the M/WBE Advisory Committee – 9:50 a.m.


Discussion ensued regarding the Ordinance.  Elena Crosby questioned if the Ordinance would be updated because it is outdated and confusing.  Cristina Berrios explained that the Ordinance will not be updated without a Disparity Study being performed.  It was further explained that the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is being updated to provide additional guidance to the M/WBE Advisory Board.
VI. Old Business:  There was no old business.

VII. New Business:
There was no new business.
VIII. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m.
The entire recording of this meeting is available in the Business Development Division and can be provided upon written request
Next meeting will convene on September 12, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.
Orange County Administration Building
Office of Management and Budget Third Floor Conference Room
Page 2 of 3

